onsorship of the Students Committee for Agricultural 
Univers ity 
Labor, 22/students journeyed to Sm Joaquin County last weekend to learn 


from personal observation and experience how California's farm laborers 
live and work. Yinememenpmincinniemx 
Saturday morning, the group assisted in the building of xmmmunitx neighborhood 
centers in "shoestring commnities” outside Tracy and Stockton. Gardner Brow, 
graduate student in agricultural economics, 
explained that "shoestring commnities" are rural slum areas formed by 
agricultural workers who are trying to pass from the status of mégrants to 
the status of permanent residents with roots in the larger society. To date, 
Largely 
such slum areas have been/without any mem ingful institutions around which 
the people could revolve, and for this reason, the Students Committee has 
felt the building of commmity centers wax is amon, its most significant 
activities, ex On .aturday morning, the men dug ditches and poured concrete, 
while the women worked on the inside of the structures at Tracy and Stockton. 
Saturday afternoon, members of the encanpihent met and talked with 
representatives of various points of view concerning the agricultural labor 
situation, Mrs. Angelo Anténini, wife of a dairy and row crop farmer, told 
the group that her husband works from sunup to sundown and drastogiemommarimdax 
pmoftkix is having an increasingly difficult time competing with large 
agricultural enterprises. She felt that the only way small and medium sized 
farmers could survive would be through the formation of producers cooperatives, 
Jim Soares, operator of a 120 acre grain and bean farm, however, said that 
growers should never be forced to surrender their freedom o faction xm cither 
to their own organizations, to the government, to labor unions, or anyone else. 
ioxhikexpEeemmokuemxbakhioegexietionex "if f have to give up my 
independente in order to survive, I'll just getout of farming altogether," he 


said. 


Members of the work campnext met with Rev. Edwin Henry, President 
of theStockton Branch of the NAACP, and organizer for the agricultural 
werkers' unién. Rev. Henry was outspoken in criticizing the emphasis 
laid upon social activities by some branches of the NAACP, and the tendency 
toward domination of the organization by white collar and professional groups. 
uTrt 


d, "If we are really concerned about the advancemnt of colored people, 


must face the realities of the moment. The reality in a place like Stockta 
that maxholiegroxaxammx more Negroes make their living in agriculture tha 
any other type of work. T1 Ivancemen f Negroes is inseparable from 
the advancement of farm laborers gen 13 hat is why I became an organizer 
for the union, and why I am trying to remake our NAACP branch into a ' 
people's organization rather than a silk stocking organization." 

The students were joined : chili cm carne dinner by &s Father 
Thoms McCullough, parish priest of St. Linus Church in South Stockton -—— one 
of the "shoestring communitie in which members of the encanpment worked. 

serving 
ather McCullough said that hehad been mmicinxmammxg/agricultural workers 
since being ordained thirteen years ago, and that he was convinced a farm 
laborers' union was the only solution to the poverty and disorganization he 
had observed. "This is not something that can be separated from religion," 
he said. "Religion is justice. Justice demands that people be entitled to 


band together on their own behalf, and select people to represent them in 


dealings with other grovps. Jhemsexs, in.esesycothesserttentr; heen 


Noone-quest-tens<-i-ti.. —Therets- mothe ari ee eer tare 4t is not good 


enough to rely on a paternalistic boss, or the governm Workers have got to 
get together and through their own efforts get their fair share of the things 
that society has to offer. This right is taken for granted in every other 


industry. There is nothing unique about agriculture. There is going to have 


to be worker organization, andhonest collective bargaining in agriculture, too." 


The Lhmaimameaknx last expert with whom the students met in their 
orientation was Fred Van Dyke, a farmer) from the Linden area of San 


af 


Joaquin County. Mr. Van Dyke agreed with the gr who had said earlier 
in the afternoon that farm income was down, "But," he said, "They 
cure the condition by leaning more and more on cheap labor. In 
and unplamed 
use cheap labor means increased/production, 


da, "I have been waiting fifteenyears f¢ Pian Wa) uae ae 
sts iani Lzeeffectively So they coul aT Fa? with Libby's, 
California Packing Corporation, Heinz, and the other processors who buy their 
asparagus and peaches and tomatoes, They haven't ever done it. They keep 
thinking if they can only get mmex Mexican eontract workers to harvest their 
crop for nothing, they'll be ali rig I have finally come to the conclusion 
pover 
that there is only one fmxex/in the world that is going to force growers to 
S&t down together before the season and plan how mech they are going to plant, 
how much they are going to se it for d 80 on. That power is the por 
of organized labor, insi Wage and the end of the cheap labor 
system yu 
ot aati cece ag in favor of the unionization of my workers, and 
all other farm laborers, not only because of what it will do for the workers 
but because of what it will do sme for the entire industry of agriculture." 
Members of the enca: pment rose at ):00 a.m. Sunday morning to go through 
the "sh»pe-up" where many farm worke n theStockton area obtain their jobs. 


" 


This open-air labor market is erated in the heart of Stockton's "skid row" 
by the California Department of Employment and the farm labor contractars of 


the area, hen the students arrived at the "shape up" at about 35, it was 


still pitch dark, but there were perhaps 1:00 or 500 people, most of them men 


standing on the sidewalks and street corners, waiting for work. There were 
three or four buses and trucks loading workers. Inquiry revealed that 
"work was slow" on this particular morning, but would probably pick up the 
next day. Despite the shortage of jobs and surplus of workers, one bus was 
Slow in filling. Upon asking the reason, the students were told, "That guy's 
only paying box for tomatoes. You can't make any money." 

Seven students three men and four women — got on the tomato bus. 
The fina The iver finally obtained a full load of 2h workers, and 


PoP) 


drove off down Highway 50. Rather than driving to a tomato field, however, 
he drove 30 miles, to timmi#exixannetrinmainoaum mperatedxinx Vernalis, 
to £ 70.-man bracero camp operated by a labor contractor named Thomas 


Garcia. Here, the driver was given instructions to take the crew tmxa all 


fieikimgnsinomehsitexmkosiionn the way back to Stockton, to a field just outside 
"1 % ‘5 
State 


of town on/Highway ). Approximately 100 Mexican Nationals were already at 


work when the crew of American wrkers arrived. The field had apparently 

been picked only a day or tw before. No one was able to pick more than a 
box of tomatoes in the first forty five minutes of work. A number of 
domestic wrkers (other than students) walked out of the field ami back to 
town, The complaints of the remainder became so insistent that the contractor 
consented to move everyone to another field nearby. Here the picking was 
Somewhat better. One of the students, Bill \agoner, had had previous exper= 
ience with farm work, and was able to average 6); cents an hour at the rate 

of 12 cents per box. Ron Capenpicked 20 boxes in four hours, for an average 
of 60 cents an hour. Kathie Crawford, warking the whole day, picked 29 boxes, 
for total earnings of $3.48, and an average of 9 cents per how. Other 


students averaged $.36, $.31, and $.27 an hour. As one of them put it later, 


"We weren't fooling around. We were doing our best, 
SHiGmomorE Xn XX Our earnings would have been better, but we were 


given no instructions at all. After we had been picking for a while, the 


atin 


foreman came around and threw out most of our tomatoes, becaus they wmex had 
some green or pink on them, or scars or splits or something else." 

Kathie Crawford said, "The work is hard — particularly carrying the full 
boxes to the side of the road, But the work itself isn't that bad. [t's 
the low pay and the little indignities that go along wth it." 


The fastest worker inthe 


entire crew -—— a pro’essional farm worker — 


made only $5 in the eight hour working day. Amy Wiltchik said, "The contractor 


4 


told us that some of his wrkers make $9 or $10 a day, but we didn't see any 


a 


of them." 


In explaining what she meant by "little indignities," Miss Crawford 


said, "Well, first of all, there was the two hours that were totallywasted by 


Criving down to that bracero camp and back, That was time the workers could 
have been earning money, but timeyodaad xbmc: «Sunder the piece rate 
system, they don't earn a cent. Secondly, there was no drinking water in 
the field, We had to try to quench our thirst by eating tomatoes until 
finally the braceros we were workin; ith sent up such a chant of ‘agua, 
agua,' that the contractor had a soft drink truck sent around. The soft 
drinks cost 15 cents," 

Miss Crawford went on, "Then f course, there were no sanitary facilities, 
e Zimis had to spend c , nore of our time looking for a place we 
woildn't be seen, seemed to us it wuld be a simple and inexpensive thing 
for the grower to put a portable chemical toilet along&i&de of 
were told he owned 3,500 acres, so he ought to be able to afford it." 

Three members of the work group met with an additional and unexpected 
indignity when they kad finished their wak and kat returned to Stockton. 
"We were walking down the strect," said Rich Fallmnbaum, "When a cop stopped 
us and demai ded to know what we were doing there. He wouldn't believe us when 


we told him we had been working in the tomato fields, He searched our w 


and detained us for fifteen or twenty minutes, trying to xxk make us confess 
we kant were runaways or whatever it was they suspe ected, Their badge numbers 
were 30 and 109. Apeenmucbitpoorkmimx Now we know what the wmion means when it 
omplains of harrassment of farm workers by the police force. It looks as 
though they are actually trying to discourage local peopa#e from doi farm 
work." 


Several members of the encampment offered simi lar comments, itz 


_JoxvgzaStepel said, "We are told there maxx is a shortage of 10,000 tomato 


pickets, and that that is the reason 10,000 braceros are picking tomatoes 
in San Joaquin County. But there were all those men left without jobs 
Sunday morning. And everything makes it seem that the growers and the 
contractors would prefer not to have to bother with American workers. 
Nationals, and that's it. ‘eriod. 
weaxx were working sakttsx came out and told 


isn't white man's work A icans want to bring up their children 
send them to school. 
hoed the views of other members of the 
group when she said, "This has been a very revealing experience, 
tiff and sore for a couple of days. 
labor problim that everyone should know about. 
better position to tell people what conditions 
are really like. If enough people could be informed, we think thet public 
epinion wovld help to bring about improvements." 
‘his was the second work camp sponsored by the Students omnittee for 
Agricultural Labor, Housing at these encal apments is furnished free of 
charge. Meals are furnished at 50 cents per day ‘he Students\ Committee 


expects to sponsor at least one final work camp before this season's harvests 


are completed. 


